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tined for ten days at the latter point on account of the appearance of a 
case of plague on board two days after leaving the Chinese port. No 
more cases occurred on the vessel, but, after having discharged her 
cargo on arriving here, dead rats were found in the holds which, on 
examination, showed the pest bacillus. The ship was then sent to 
quarantine for disinfection and the destruction of rats, there to be 
detained ten days. 

This instance well exemplifies the danger of the introduction of plague 
irrespective of the occurrence of cases in the human subject. Before 
the detection of the plague-infected vermin the miscellaneous cargo of 
the Hiroshima Maru had been landed and distributed, perhaps carrying 
with it infection in its most insidious and dangerous form. 

Straggling cases of cholera nostras continue to be reported from widely 
separated districts, but in small number only. Three choleraic cases 
were, however, reported from Matsuyama, in the southern part of the 
island of Shikoku, upon August 6, which appear to have been bacterio- 
logically identified as of genuine cholera, and precautions taken accord- 
ingly. So far, no further case has occurred in this connection. 

The epidemic of dysentery this year, though widely disseminated, has 
not been extensive when compared with the outbreaks of the last few 
years. To the 6th instant, the total of cases reported in the country as 
a whole was 6, 064, with 1, 006 deaths. In this prefecture the total of cases 
was 591, nearly all nonurban. 

Eespectfully, Stuart Eldridge, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

MEXICO. 

Reports from Progreso — Yellow fever in Merida. 

Progreso, Mexico, August 27, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to make the following report for the week 
ended August 24 : There was neither a case nor death reported in the 
town from any contagious disease. Eight deaths were reported from 
all causes. There were 2 cases of malarial fever aboard of a steamer 
from Tampico, but both readily recovered with an antimalarial treat- 
ment. Two deaths were recorded in Merida during the week from 
yellow fever, but I was unable to ascertain the number of cases. 
Eespectfully, S. H. Hodgson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Progreso, Mexico, August 18, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report for the week 
ended August 17 : 

There were 7 deaths in this port from all causes, none being from any 
quarantinable diseases. Two cases of yellow fever developed aboard of 
the steamship Mathilda, as related in my letter of the 16th. There 
have been no new cases in the port and no others developed in the 
harbor. 

I have been to Merida to try to determine the number of cases there, 
but it is impossible to get any correct idea of the situation. Few cases 
are reported to the health authorities, and those few are generally for- 
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eigners. It would be interesting to ascertain the amount of fever 
among the young native children and compare it to the number of 
cases when there is no yellow fever present in the town, but the poorer 
classes use their household remedies until just before death and call a 
physician to sign the death certificate, and should the case recover 
there is no chance of ever hearing of the sickness. 

There were no cases or deaths reported from smallpox in Merida 
during the past week, and I think that the epidemic in the surround- 
ing villages is about over. 

Eespectfully, S. H. Hodgson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

NORWAY. 

Turkey and other countries declared infected with plague. 

Christiania, Norway, August 16, 1901. 
Sir : Inclosed I have the honor to send duplicate copies of a quaran- 
tine proclamation issued by the royal Norwegian governments' justice 
and police department, on August 13, 1901. I also send translation. 
Eespectfully, Henry Bordewioh, 

United States Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure — Translation August 16, 1901.] 
Proclamation from the royal Norwegian governments. 

Depabtment op Justice and Police, 

Christiania, Norway, August IS, 1901. 

A royal proclamation was made on the 12th instant as follows : 

It is hereby proclaimed that, in compliance with paragraph 2 in law of July 12, 1848, 
relating to quarantine, that the city of Constantinople in Turkey shall, until farther 
notice is given, be considered infected with the oriental plague, and the quarantine 
regulations laid down in said law and in circular of October 13, 1900, as regard plague, 
etc., are to take effect at once. 

With which all concerned respectfully have to comply. 

Which is hereby brought to public notice, while it must be remembered that, accord- 
ing to prior proclamations of February 1, 1897, June 27 and August 22, 1899, May 23 
and July 17, 1900, and January 17, and February 28, 1901, the city of Smyrna in Asia and 
places located along the bay of the same name, Arabia, Persia, India, China, Manila, 
Formosa, the ports in Egypt, Cape Town in South Africa, the Reunion Islands, and 
Mauritius; also the city of Rio de Janeiro in Brazil shall, until further notice, be 
considered infected with the oriental plague. 

SOEEN AARSTAD. 
G-EOBG JOHANNESEN. 



